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Ø Overview
Ø Activity since the CBD in Dwingeloo
Ø Current status
Ø Input from the Directors
Ø Future deadlines
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IMPLEMENTATION PLAN AND STATUS
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Core team and  experts 
meet in a 1-2 day 
brainstorming meeting: 
• to identify key science 

areas and technological  
developments;

• to discuss how to 
involve the community 
at large

Core team of max 10 
experts identifies key 

science areas and 
experts for the various 

sections/chapters  

The write up of the 
document starts

R. Beswick, T. Bogdanovic, 
W. Brisken, P.Charlot, M. 
Lindqvist,  A. Lobanov, Z. 

Paragi, A. Szomoru, L. Testi, 
T. Venturi

ü DONE

ü DONE
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NEXT STEPS AND DEADLINES

v Meeting of the WP leaders scheduled in January – Inspection of the material; 

matrix of requests vs science; selection of topics for «glossy version» of the vision
document

v Meeting among WP leaders and co-writers in 2019, possibly connected with 

one of the SKA-VLBI science meetings

v Very advanced draft to be delivered in a year from now

LAST SLIDE IN DWINGELOO
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First version of the VLBI 
vision document delivered to 

the CBD (plus Mike Garrett
and Huib van Langevelde) on 

April 3, 2019



MEETINGS, CONFERENCES AND DISCUSSIONS IN 

PREPARATION OF THE DOCUMENT

ü VLBI session at the meeting:  eMERLIN and EVN in the SKA era (Jodrell Bank, 11-12 

September 2017)

ü 1.5 days F2F meeting (Zaandam, 28 February – 1 March 2018) 

ü Special Session SS11 @ EWASS 2018: Exploring the Universe: a European vision for 
the future of VLBI (Liverpool, 4 April 2018) 

ü Open dicussion on the EVN Vision Document at the 14th EVN Symposium in Granada 

(8-11 October 2018)

ü Meeting of the WP leaders to assemble the first version of the document (Bologna, 

21-23 January 2019 
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Ø First deadline to chapter coordinators to deliver their part: 3 September 2018

Ø Second deadline for revision after the EVN Symposium: end of December

Ø Third version for revision after reading the full document: 28 February 2019
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The document should not be a wishlist, but rather include:

ü a selection of open questions in astrophysics where VLBI can provide
unique answers

ü a selection of science areas which can make considerable progress 
thanks to VLBI

ü envisaged accessible and feasible developments to address the science

The VLBI Science Vision Document
Suggestions given to the chapter coordinators

and to the community
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The document consists of eight chapters:

ü Chapter 1 includes an overview of the main present and upcomimng
facilities in the radio and other bands, and the prospects for the 
technological framework

ü Chapters 2 to 7 are the science chapters, with a scientific coverage going
from cosmology to Earth science, and space and planetary science 
applications

ü Chapter 8 is meant to be a concluding summary

The VLBI Science Vision Document
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Index
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List of authors
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General Considerations

Ø Most missing topics at the CBD in Dwingeloo have been added
Ø Very good quality of the chapters
Ø Still not fully homogenous

Ø Difficult to derive a matrix of required developments for the EVN

Ø An executive summary is still to be drafted

Ø Glossy version still in progress – Zsolt Paragi will lead this effort, in 
coordination with WP2 in JUMPING JIVE
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First version sent to the CBD on 3 April 2019

• Document still preliminary
• Scientific coverage
• Input and comments on the last chapter (so far key questions

from each coordinator have been collected)
• Input/preferences for the glossy version

Feedback request to the CBD
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KEY QUESTIONS
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KEY QUESTIONS
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Feedback request to the CBD

Ø Are all sections/chapters needed and developed enough?
Ø Are there missing topics?
Ø Comments/input for Chapter 8 
Ø Comments/input for the glossy version of the document are 

welcome (i.e. format, key community/ies to address)

Ø Anything else?





Updated version of the cover with eMERLIN antennas and their location 
(MAG) 
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NEXT STEPS

Participation in the Radio/Millimetre astrophysical frontiers in the next decade, 
Charlottesville, 25-27 June 2019 (poster presentation accepted)

Second very advanced version of the document to be delivered to the CBD at
the meeting in November 2019

First version of the glossy document to be delivered to the CBD at the meeting 
in November 2019

The SKA-VLBI meeting in October will be another chance for at least part of the 
people involved to have a further discussion on the document

Possible final meeting with the community in 2020
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THANK YOU
FOR YOUR ATTENTION  


