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As one in the series of reports to highlight the contribution made by the Community research
infrastructure programmes, this publication will be of interest to both those in the field of
astronomy as well as those who are interested in becoming involved in transnational research
collaborations.

Radio astronomers in Europe have long been attracted by the idea of harnessing their individual
national telescopes together to create a single distributed European-scale radio interferometer
capable of examining distant astrophysical phenomena with unprecedented angular resolution
and sensitivity. The opportunity to create an Infrastructure Cooperation Network in Radio
Astronomy (RadioNET) in the Fifth Framework Programme was taken up with enthusiasm in
the radio astronomy community because it provided a framework within which to expand the
scope of the collaboration to include activities on future global-scale projects. 

Over the last 10 years, the European Community research infrastructure programmes have
made a major contribution to this field, primarily by allocating funding to enable scientists to
work at research infrastructures in a different European country. 
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